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Current LMS Landscape
bSpace (Sakai 2.9)

➢ Primary campus LMS - 2005
➢ 49,401 unique users
➢ ~3500 course sites per semester
➢ 8,500 project sites



Motivation for Change

➢ Faculty frustration with perceived lack of 
functionality within bSpace

➢ Commitment to campus to select a next 
generation teaching and learning tool

➢ Initial plan to have a joint course/collaboration 
environment using Sakai OAE

➢ Withdrawal from Sakai OAE project in Fall of 
2012

➢ UC Online and UC Berkeley Extension 
commitments to Canvas.



Pilot - Spring/Summer

Limited Pilot
➢ 10 courses - broad use cases

○ History of Art (3)
○ Chemistry (1)
○ Education (1)
○ Law (1)
○ Public Health (Master’s Program with UCSF) (3)
○ Sociology (1)

➢ ~400 students



Pilot - Spring/Summer

Faculty Findings:
➢ Navigation was “easy and intuitive.”
➢ Upload of images is faster and simpler than in 

other systems.
➢ Assignments tool was “super easy.”
➢ Quiz tool made the creation of formative, informal 

assessments much easier.
➢ Modules tool made organizing course content 

much faster.
➢ Release cycle (3 weeks) confused some faculty 

with tool updates



Pilot - Spring/Summer

Student Findings:

➢ 66% of student agreed or strongly agreed 
“Canvas has helped me to learn the course 
content more effectively.”

 
➢ 50% agreed and 30% strongly agreed 

“Canvas has enhanced my class experience.”



Pilot - Spring/Summer

Identified Issues:
➢ Large Course Administration

○ All tools don’t function well at “section” level
○ Groups vs Sections

➢ Communication Tools
○ Cascading communications and section 

communications difficult
○ Collaboration tool clunky and slow (Etherpad)

➢ Accessibility
○ Core student tasks acceptable some 

significant challenges
○ Several faculty/GSI features not accessible



“Technical Stuff”
➢ SIS  and SSO Integration

Local Work
➢ Local CSS & Javascript customizations including 

skinning/branding
➢ Learning Tools Interoperability (LTI) integrations with 

locally built and/or hosted external tools
➢ Leverage Canvas APIs to build or customize 

workflows within Canvas
➢ Utilize Canvas' set of APIs to expose LMS data 

within the CalCentral web application to provide a 
unified student experience



LTI, LTI, LTI



API, API, API



Licensing
➢ Looking at Net+ 

➢ 24x7 Support

➢ Still have issues with UC Electronic 
Communications Policy



Next Steps



Questions?


